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About the Journal 

Issues of access, social exclusion and lifelong learning continue to dominate educational policy 
agendas. Questions of how to widen participation and combat social exclusion in education are 
both pressing and troubling. Widening Participation and Lifelong Learning is one of the few 
journals that addresses these questions nationally and internationally. 

The journal is based on the belief that there are neglected links between research and theory, 
and policy and practice in the promotion of widening participation in post-compulsory education 
and lifelong learning. It aims to provide a forum for the development of theory, the addressing of 
policy questions and the dissemination of innovative practice in the field of widening 
participation and lifelong learning. 

The journal is international, interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral, relating widening participation 
to higher education, further education, community-based learning and schools. 

Each issue of the journal contains editorial providing analysis of current key policy issues in the 
field; diverse articles drawing on empirical research, contextualised within current national and 
international policy debate, which develop the theoretical base of the field or report on 
significant research projects; critical evaluations of examples of innovative practice, which 
provide a forum for practitioners and researchers to share and discuss specific projects that are 
either in progress or have been completed; and reviews of important new publications. 

The journal is of interest to all those who want to understand the issues involved in widening 
participation and lifelong learning and who are working to create positive change: researchers, 
policy makers and practitioners. 

The journal is hosted at: www.ingentaconnect.com/content/openu/jwpll 

It is a subscription publication, but Editorials and selected pieces of sample content are 
available Open Access. 

 

http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/openu/jwpll


 

 

Special edition on the recognition of prior learning 

In an exciting partnership with SEEC, the journal is inviting contributions to a special edition on 
the subject of the Recognition of Prior Learning.    

We welcome articles from practitioners and academics on any aspect of this important and 
current topic. The scope is broad and could include papers on any aspect of the Recognition of 
Prior Learning, Accreditation and Credit Transfer, Work-based Learning and apprenticeships, 
Refugee qualifications, and European and international qualifications recognition in the context 
of Brexit. We would particularly welcome papers with an international, as well as a UK focus. 

Guidance for authors contributing to the journal 

Each edition of the journal consists of a section of main articles followed by sections devoted to 
innovative practice, discussion pieces and book reviews. Contributions must fulfil the following 
criteria: 

 Articles must directly address the core interests of the journal; i.e. access, widening 
participation and lifelong learning. 

 Articles should provide a clear theoretical rationale for the work discussed rather than 
providing just a descriptive account. 

 Work should be contextualised in order to make it understandable to an international 
audience. 

 Innovative Practice articles should be descriptive as well as maintaining critical reflection, 
and include coverage of problems encountered and solutions found in establishing a 
specific project. 

 Articles will be considered for publication only if they have not been published, submitted or 
accepted for publication elsewhere; any exceptions to this should be clearly indicated at the 
time of submission. 

 A brief abstract must be submitted, highlighting the key issues and focus points of the 
article.  

 Key words for the article allow a more specialised peer reviewer to be selected and 
therefore should be included in the submission.  
 

Contributors are welcome to contact the editors in advance of writing an article to ensure what 
they intend to write meets these criteria and is relevant. We are pleased to accept completed 
book reviews, offers to undertake book reviews and suggestions of books to review. Authors’ 
details must include a full international contact address, telephone number and e-mail address. 

Specifications for articles for the main section 

 Articles for the main section should be research based and have a clear theoretical 
rationale. 

 Each article will be reviewed by the editors and sent to a number of referees for blind peer 
review.  

 Articles will be accepted or rejected, or revisions suggested, based on their 
recommendations. 

 Articles should be between 4000 and 6000 words and associated abstracts should be 
between 100 and 200 words in length.  

 Authors’ details must include a full international contact address, telephone number and e-
mail address. 

 



 

 

Specifications for innovative practice articles  

 Submissions to this section of the Journal will be peer reviewed by the editors and are 

selected for their contribution to innovative practice.  

 They should comprise a critical evaluation of practice and include references to appropriate 

literature.   

 The articles should be between 1000 and 3000 words in length.  

 

Submitting an article 

We use an electronic portal called Epress where contributors can submit their articles, full 
details of this easy to use system can be found on our website. You will also find full details 
about the house style including referencing formats, and a useful template for articles which we 
ask all authors to use. 
 
http://www.open.ac.uk/cicp/main/widening-access-and-success/journal-widening-participation-
and-lifelong-learning/submitting-articles 

 

Timeline for submissions to the Special Edition of WPLL 

Call for papers       October 2016 

Deadline for submission of papers to WPLL     31st March 2017 

Peer review process      By end of April 2017 

Editorial decision and feedback to author   By end of May 2017 

Deadline for revisions      End of June 2017 

Editorial Board Meeting      July 2017 

Deadline for final revisions        Mid September 2017 

Copy edit and proof reading     October 2017 

Publication       November 2017 

  

If you require any further information, please email us at: 

wpll-journal@open.ac.uk 
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